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RESTRICTION 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-20, drawn to a system for maintaining background model 
of an image sequence comprising: processing module, refinement module, 
postprocessing module and speckle removal to maintain background model 
classified in class 382, subclass 173. 

II. Claims 21-39, drawn to a system applies computation module, 
prediction module, declaration module and recomputation module to process an 
image sequence having a plurality of frames, classified in class 382, subclass 173. 

III. Claims 40-66, drawn to a system that comprises intersection 
module, histogram module, backprojection module and image differencing 
module to manipulate pixels of an image, classified in class 382, subclass 174. 

IV. Claims 67-92, drawn to a system comprises stored model module, 
background model module, frequency module, benefit module, clustering 
technique and distance metric technique to maintain background model of an 
image sequence classified in class 382, subclass 173. 

2. Inventions I, II, HI and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility 
such as background maintenance applying speckle removal, processing module, 
refinement module and postprocessing module. Invention II has separate utility such as 
image frame sequence process applying prediction module, declaration module and 
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recomputation module. Invention III has separate utility such as image pixel 
manipulation. Lastly, invention IV has separate utility such as background model 
maintenance applying clustering technique, distance metric technique, frequency module 
and other. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 



acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Q Le whose telephone number is 703-305-5083. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on 703-308-6604. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-5397 for 
regular communications and 703-308-5397 for After Final communications. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to TC Customer Service whose telephone number is 703-306-0377. 



3. 



Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 




SUPERVISORY fWENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



Application/Control Number: 09/400,346 
Art Unit: 2623 

BL 

June 21, 2002 



